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The Skaneateles Creek Aqueduct of the Enlarged Erie Canal, in Jordan, NY.

The Empire State in “Profile”
Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
New York Geographic Alliance
When we look at most maps, we see the word in just two dimensions. But
we live in a 3-D world, and we often need to represent differences in
elevation on a map. There are several ways we can do this.
1. Look at the Elevation Map of New York on page 5 of the Atlas of New
York: Legacies of the Erie Canal.
How does this map represent elevation? ___________________________
___________________________________________________________.
If the map is colored green, then elevation is ______; if it’s colored purple
then, the elevation is __________. Therefore, we can tell that Long Island
has a _____ elevation, and the Catskills have _______ elevation. You should
also note that there is a “ribbon” of green running west to east through New
York. This is very important to this lesson!
2. There is a smaller and simpler map in the middle of the page, Landform
Regions. This shows just two colors, green for ____________ and purple
for _________________. What lowland is found in western New York?
_____________________ Northeastern New York is mostly an upland
called the __________________ ______________________.
3. But we are still not seeing in 3-D! These maps are flat. In this activity, we
will make a map out of Geo-Dough. It will have four colors (green, yellow,
orange, and red). The recipe for making the dough is on the last page of this
lesson.
Use a piece of cardboard or wax paper for your base. Make a flat layer of
green dough for your bottom. Then place a layer of yellow on top of the
green, but smaller in size. Next comes an even smaller piece of orange, and
finally red for the top layer. It should look something like a wedding cake
(but don’t eat it!).
On the next page, make a sketch of your map. Color it.

Does it look like the map on page 5? There is one difference. We can cut
into this map. This is how we make a profile – a side view.
Using a plastic knife, make a cut from left to right (or more geographically,
west to east). Choose one of the pieces and make a sketch here showing the
four colors:

You have created a topographic profile.
4. There are five west-east profiles of New York shown in the Atlas of New
York: Legacies of the Erie Canal on page 5. Profiles A and B might look a
lot like the one you just made. Profile B is especially steep. Why is that so?
_____________________________________________________________
Profile D (in the ___________________ Highlands) goes up and down the
most. Can you explain this feature? ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
But Profile C is much flatter. Why? ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
It mostly is inside the “green ribbon” mentioned in Part 1 of this lesson. In
1817 to 1825, the people of New York built a waterway here. What is that
waterway called? ____________________________

In order to make the Geo-Dough, you will need the following (from the
Instructables.com website):
1 cup Water
1 1/2 cups Flour
1/4 cup Salt
3 Tbsp. Cream of Tartar*
1 Tbsp. Vegetable Oil
Food Coloring

Mix water, 1cup of flour, salt, cream of tartar, vegetable oil, and food
coloring in a medium sized pot.
Cook over medium heat and stir continuously.
The mixture will begin to boil and start to get chunky.
Keep stirring the mixture until it forms a ball in the center of the pot.
Once a ball forms, place the ball on a lightly floured surface.
Slowly knead the remaining flour into the ball until you’ve reached a desired
consistency.

Do You Know Where You Are?
Lesson for Elementary Students using the Atlas of the Erie Canal
and New York State
Note to Teacher: The New York Geographic Alliance believes that it is very
important for young students to gradually build skills using maps. They
should be learning “location words,” such as “next to,” “inside of,” and “in
between.” Then you can progress to directional words (“north” and
“southeast”). The maps included in this lesson and in the Atlas of New York:
Legacies of the Erie Canal should help develop these important geographic
skills.
1. World Maps: Color the continents! North America, Europe, Africa,
Asia, South America, Australia, Antarctica
Place a sticker (star) where New York is located. This means that
New York is inside ________________________________.
Label the four oceans on your world map: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific
Ocean, Arctic Ocean, and Indian Ocean.
North America is ____________________ the Atlantic Ocean and the
Pacific Ocean.
Africa is in between the ______________________ and the
______________ Oceans.
Now use directional words (north, south, east, and west):
Australia is ______________ of Asia, and _____________ of
Antarctica.
The Atlantic Ocean is _____________ of North America, but
____________ of Europe.
The Arctic Ocean is ________________ of Asia.
On the map that shows the countries of the world, color in the United
States of America. Label Canada and Mexico.

Two World Maps

2. North America Map:

Label these oceans on the map above: Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic. Color
the United States blue, Canada red, and Mexico green. Don’t forget Alaska
and Hawaii.
Put a sticker on New York. The United States is
_______________________ Canada and Mexico. Canada is ___________
of the United States, but Mexico is _____________ of the United States.
Hawaii is surrounded by the _____________________ Ocean. The Arctic
Ocean is _____________ of Alaska and Canada. The __________________
Ocean is found east of the United States.
3. United States Map:

What two states are missing from this map?
_________________________ and ________________________
Color these important states on the map: New York, California,
Florida, Michigan, Maine.
If you want to fly to Florida for vacation, what direction must you go?
_________________
Michigan is ______________ of New York, but Maine is __________
of New York. This means that New York is __________________
these two states.
California is next to the ______________________ Ocean, so it is on
the ______________ coast (west or east) of the United States. Maine
and New York both touch the Atlantic Ocean, so we are on the
____________ coast.
Challenge Question! We can also use terms like northwest,
southeast, northeast, southwest. This means that New York is in the
_____________ part of the United States. California is the
__________________ part.
4. Northeast US Map:

Color in New York. Also, label these important bodies of water:
Atlantic Ocean, Lake Ontario, and Lake Erie. Also label Long
Island.
What very big country is found just north of New York?
______________
Lake Ontario is located ___________________ New York and
Canada.
Lake Champlain is found in the northeast corner of New York. Label
it! This means that Lake Champlain is in between New York and
_______________.
New York City is found in between New Jersey and Long Island. Put
a sticker on the map to show the location of New York City.
If you travel northeast from New York City, what state do you reach
first? ________________________________________
What state is found in the middle of New York and Maryland?
____________________________
5. New York County Map:

Label these cities: Rochester, New York City, Albany, Binghamton,
Syracuse, Buffalo, and Utica (use the Atlas back cover to help you).
If you travel from New York City to Albany, what direction do you go?
________
What city is around 50 miles west of Utica? ________________________
After New York City, which city is the largest in population?
_________________
How do you know that?
______________________________________________

Where Did the Native Americans Live?
A Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
New York Geographic Alliance
Before Europeans came to the New World, Native Americans (Indians) lived all over the
continent. Several groups settled into what is now New York State. They developed a
very rich culture based on agriculture and hunting.
Part One: Look at the map on Native Americans in New York on page 11 of the Atlas of
New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal. There were two major culture groups that lived
here in the 17th Century: _______________________ and ________________________.
What do we mean by a culture group? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
The Algonquian speaking people lived mostly in ______________________ New York,
and the Montauks lived on __________ Island. Most of the rest of the state was settled by
the __________________-speaking peoples. The most powerful were the Five Nations,
also called the _________________________________. Name the five nations:
______________, __________________, __________________, _________________,
and the __________________. (In the 1700s, the Tuscarora Nation migrated north to
New York, and they became the sixth nation of the confederacy).

Part Two: Although each nation claimed large territories, they mostly lived only in
certain places. Look at the map on page 10 of the Atlas. Each dot shows _____________
_______________________________________________________________________.
Name one part of the state that had very few Native settlements: ____________________
Why do you think this was so? ______________________________________________
The dots are NOT random, but they are clustered and sometimes they line up. On the last
page of this packet is a black and white version of the settlement map. Circle two
clustered patterns and draw lines through two linear patterns.
Part Three: These patterns were not accidental, but the native people settled intentionally.
They were good locations, especially for farming. To see this better, we need to look at a
“Clickable PDF,” called NYClickable_MultipleLayers.pdf. Your teacher will open it
for you. Only a couple layers will be shown: Native Am villages, Scale and north, Great
Lakes waves, NY Basemap, Grid numbers. Does it look like the map on page 10 of the
Atlas? _______

Now let’s turn on another layer. Click on the box for Rivers and lakes. This should give
you some important information.
Finish this sentence: “The Native American settlements usually ____________________
_______________________________________________________________________.
Name three rivers where this is true (use the map on page 8 in the Atlas to help you out):
__________________________, ______________________, ______________________
As you probably noticed before, there is a large cluster of settlements L6, L7, M6, M7.
They were located there because there is a confluence (meeting place) of two important
rivers: _______________________ and ____________________ Rivers.
The Algonquian settlements of Long Island were often near the ocean. Can you think of a
reason why that would be so? _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________.
Now we can add our last layer, Detailed elevation. The colors represent different
_________________. The lowest elevation is colored __________________, and the
highest elevation is __________________.
The Native Settlements are mostly found at _____________________________ and they
avoided __________________________________. Why do you think this was so?
________________________________________________________________________
Notice that there is a “ribbon” of green color ( ______ elevation) stretching from the
Hudson River all the way to Lake Erie. The Haudenosaunee people (the ________
Nations) controlled this territory. This helped them to become powerful because
_____________________________________________________________________.

Sadly, the Native Peoples lost most of their lands after the American Revolution. Today,
they live mainly in a few small regions colored red on page 11 in the Atlas of New York:
Legacies of the Erie Canal. What are they called? ______________________________
They proudly protect their sovereignty (self-rule). Many non-native people go to these
reservations to buy two main products. Do you know what they are? ________________
and _______________________________. (They are tax-free there).

Revolutionary Geography!
Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
Pretend for a moment that you are a general in the 1700s. There are no tanks,
bombers, patriot missiles. The easiest way to travel is by water.
You control access to a strategic place with a fort. Unless the enemy captures
your fort, they can’t get any further. Of course, you don’t place a fort just
anywhere! What kinds of places are best for locating a fort at the time of the
French and Indian War of the American Revolution?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
On page 13 of the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal, there is a map
titled “The American Revolution in the Northeast.” Look it over carefully.
1. What symbols are used to represent Forts? ________ Battles? _______
2. In 1775 two American armies invaded Canada. Describe the route of one
of them: ____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
3. In geography, we always look for patterns. Are the forts randomly located
around the map? _______ In New York, most of them are found in two
valleys. What are the names of these valleys? ___________________
and _________________ (See the map on page 8 to help you name
them). These are good locations because
_______________________________________________________.
4. In 1777, General John Burgoyne led a British army south from Canada
(Quebec) into New York. His route is on the map on page 13 (color coded
_______). The goal was the capture all of New York State. They already
held New York City. He fought two major battles. Find them on the map!
One was at Fort Ticonderoga on Champlain, which he won. The other one
was at Saratoga. What was the outcome of that battle? _______________
___________________________________________________________
5. On the next page is a black and white version of this map of the American
Revolution. Five forts are numbered. Match them to the names of the forts
below. Clues are given next to each one.
Fort Ticonderoga (Lake Champlain) _____
Fort Ontario (Oswego, NY) ______

West Point (Hudson River, north of New York City) ______
Fort Niagara (Lake Ontario in western NY) _____
Fort Stanwix (east of Oneida Lake, a battle was fought there) _______
6. Fort Niagara is very isolated. Why bother to place a fort there? HINT: If
you want to travel west, what water route would you take in 1777?
___________________________________________________________
7. West Point is on the Hudson River where it cuts through a mountain range
known as the Hudson Highlands. Why is that fort so strategically
important? __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
8. While General Burgoyne was traveling south along Lake Champlain,
another smaller force, led by Barry St. Leger, sailed up the St. Lawrence
River from Quebec to Lake Ontario and then they landed at Fort
Ontario. After capturing that, they went by canoes to Oneida Lake and
overland to Fort Stanwix. DRAW that route on the map on the next page.
The Americans held that fort, and St. Leger could not break the siege. If
he had been successful, where would he have gone next? ____________
___________________________________________________________
9. If Burgoyne had not lost at Saratoga he would have met up with St.
Leger’s army around New York’s capital - ____________________.
Another British was to march up the Hudson River from New York City.
Why would this have been a disaster for the American cause?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Forts and Battles of the American Revolution
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ALTERNATE ACTIVITY: If you have the CD-ROM with “clickable PDF” maps,
open up “NYClickable_MultipleLayers.” In the upper left-hand corner, there is an
icon for Layers. Click on it to show the different layers you can display. Show
only these layers to start: Trace Outline, Colonial forts, Scale and north, Grid
lines, Grid numbers, NYBasemap.
1. The forts appear to line up in several patterns. They are not random! Suggest
one reason why this was so: _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

2. Turn on the layer Rivers and lakes. Write a sentence here what you observe
now: ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. Turn on the layer Detailed elevation. What do the colors tell you? __________
________________________________________________________________
What is the association between elevation and the location of these colonial
forts? “Most of the forts are _________________________________________.”
4. Turn on the layer Revolutionary battles. Four are shown on this map using
what symbol? _______________________ Write down the grid number (i.e.
“A5”) for each of them
_______ This battle was fought at the upper Mohawk River around Fort Stanwix
in present day Rome, NY. The Americans held on, and the British withdrew.
______ This battle was fought at “America’s Fort,” Ticonderoga on Lake
Champlain in northeastern New York. The British won this encounter.
______ This was a battle in Southern New York near Newtown, between the
American Army and Haudenosaunee with their British allies. It was an American
victory, and they marched into Indian Territory.
_____ This was one of the biggest victories in American history. General
Burgoyne was forced to surrender after two battles along the Hudson River near
Saratoga.
5. Fort Niagara (cell B5) was held by the British during the entire American
Revolution. Although no battles were fought near it, the fort was very important
since it sits at the mouth (end) of the Niagara River. This waterway flows from
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. Look at the elevations of both lakes. Which one is
higher? ______________________ Not far from the fort, the river drops over 180
feet. What is this famous landmark called? ___________________________

If you want to be connected, it helps to stay LOW!
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Many of the questions on this activity sheet are based on maps on pages 4
and 5 of the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal. There is a map
titled, “Land Elevation of the Northeastern United States.” You will also be
using the map at the top of this sheet.
1. Elevations on this map are color-coded. How can you tell that Long Island
has a low elevation (near sea level)? ________________________________
How can you tell that the Adirondack Mountains and the Catskills have a
high elevation? ________________________________________________
2. There is a narrow belt running north from New York City that has a low
elevation. What important river is found there? _____________________
There is also another low elevation belt between the Adirondacks and the
Catskills. What river can be found here? ____________________________

HINT: To find the names of rivers go to page 6 of the Atlas of New York.
3. Study the map on the front of this Activity Sheet (“The Enlarged Erie
Canal and Connecting Waterways”). Label two important waterways:
Hudson River and the Erie Canal. This map shows us that the Hudson
River flows _____________ out of the Adirondack Mountains and reaches
the Atlantic Ocean at _______________ City.
The Erie Canal is a man-made waterway that connects Lake Erie to the
_________ River. Refer back to page 4 in the Atlas. Does the Erie Canal
cross any mountains? ____ Does it follow a low-elevation route between the
mountains? ______
4. Match these New York cities with the letters on the Enlarged Erie Canal
and Connecting Waterways Map.
Schenectady ______
Buffalo _______
Albany ______

Utica ______

Syracuse _____

New York City ______

Rochester _____
Now look at where these large cities are found. These cities are NOT
scattered randomly all over the map. Instead, except for New York City,
they all located along the _______________________. New York City is
found at the end (“mouth”) of the ___________________ River, where it
meets the ocean.
5. Write a sentence describing the pattern you see on these two maps. Make
sure you use two important geographic words: “connected” and “elevation.”
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

New York’s Location
(Geographically speaking, it is everything!)

In geography, it is very important to be able to describe your location. We
can use coordinates like latitude and longitude, or we can tell where we are
based on what we are near, or next to, or between.
1. Look at the map of the Northeastern United States above. New York is
bordered by two large bodies of water. Next to New York City and Long
Island, it is the ___________________ Ocean. In western New York, the
border is formed by two _____________________ __________________.
2. We can use compass directions when defining our location. For example,
New York City is just east of the State of ___________________________.
Or we can say that much of the state is ________________ of Pennsylvania.

3. There are also some location maps on page 3 of the Atlas of New York
and the Erie Canal. Look first at the “New York in the World” map.
Describe our position to a person from another country. Use directional
words “next to”, “to the east of”, “in the ______ hemisphere,” etc.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
4. The bottom left map on page 3 is “United States 1820.” At this time the
first Erie Canal was only partially completed. This map is different from a
modern map of the country. List two features that are different:
Example: There are no states west of the Mississippi River, except for
Louisiana.
(1) __________________________________________________________
(2) __________________________________________________________
5. The last map (“New York and Its Neighbors, 2006”) shows not only states
near New York, but also large cities.
What does the size of the city “dot” tell you? _________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Use other maps in this atlas to determine the names of the largest cities on
this map. Name five: _________________, _______________________,
____________________, _______________________ , and
_____________________
What feature do these large cities tend to be found next to? _____________
State one reason why you think this is so? ___________________________
_____________________________________________________________
6. The medium-size New York cities of Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and
Albany are found running in a line from west to east. What important manmade waterway connects them all? ________________________________

In the Shadow of the BIG Ice
Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
Many features seen all over New York were created during the Ice Ages, which began
around 2 million years ago, and ended only 9000 years ago. (In fact, we might be in
between two ice ages!). The glaciers carved the landscape and they dumped material as
they melted back into Canada. A bumpy ridge made of rock, sand, gravel, and clay that
was deposited by a glacier is called a moraine.
1. Look at the maps on page 6 of the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal.
They show two stages of the last Ice Age in New York. The first map is from
_____________ years ago, and the second from _____________years ago. How
can you tell just by looking at the maps that the first one is much older than the
second? ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
2. On page 3 of this lesson are photographs of glacial features from different parts of
New York State. The first photo shows a beach at Montauk Point State Park on
the end of Long Island. It is near the “X” on the first map on page 6. Read the
description. How was this moraine formed? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. Now look at the second map. When the glacier was located here, it created
another moraine, the Valley Heads Moraine. (The last photo shows this moraine
near Naples, New York, south of Canandaigua Lake). Why is the Valley Heads
Moraine important to the Finger Lakes? ________________________________
________________________________________________________________
When the glaciers receded back, the melt waters rushed toward the ocean. They dug out
some deep valleys still visible today. They are called spillover channels. They are very
important to the success of the Erie Canal. This is shown on the third map (p. 7 of the
Atlas). The water from the melting (and receding glacier) has formed a lake in the same
basin where Lake Ontario is found today. However, the glacier prevents the lake from
draining into the St. Lawrence River, as it does today.
4. Instead, what route does it take? _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

D
5. Notice how wide these rivers were at the end of the Ice Age. At point B it created
a deep valley used today by the Mohawk River and the Erie Canal. At point C the
flooding created a valley that is at sea level, so the Hudson River here is an
estuary, with tides. Match the photos on the next page to the four locations on this
map. Write down their nicknames in the blanks.
A _____________________

B ______________________

C _____________________

D ______________________

Photos of New York State

The Wall of Dirt

Cutting Through at Sea Level

“Hummocky” Hills

The Pathway to the East

Water, Water, Everywhere
Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
Because of our fairly wet climate and the landscape left us from the Ice Age,
New York has many rivers and streams. They are connected together to form
watersheds. (see page 9).
1. Find three watersheds on this map. Name them after the main river.
List them here:
Black River, _______________________, _________________________,
and _________________________________
2. Rivers always flow from high to low elevation. There is an elevation
map on page 4. What do the colors on this map tell you? Green is
________ elevation; orange is _______________ elevation; brown is
_________ elevation.
3. Now look at the map of rivers on page 8. Find the Genesee River. It
begins in northern Pennsylvania and it flows ___________ (direction)
into ______________________ (a big body of water). How do we
know that? Flip back to page 4. The elevation of northern
Pennsylvania is ________, and the elevation of that body of water is
___________.
4. Now see if you can determine the direction of flow for the Hudson
River. First find it on page 8. It has its origin in what part of New
York (NW, NE, SW, or SE)? ________ It ends at the
_______________ Ocean at the City of ___________________.
Therefore, it must flow ___________________ because
______________________________________________________.
5. TESTING YOUR GEOGRAPHIC KNOWLEDGE!
The Niagara River connects two Great Lakes, Ontario and Erie. Which way
does it flow? Does it flow south from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, or does it
flow north from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario?
__________________________ Use the elevation map on page 4 to help
you explain your answer. _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________.

6. There is a second map on page 8, “Average Flow.” It shows the major
rivers of New York, but it makes some fat and others skinny. What
does the thickness of the river tell you? Near the end of the Hudson
River, the line is very thick, so _______________________________.
7. What is the average flow of the Genesee River (estimate it)?
____________
8. Tributaries are smaller rivers and streams that flow into larger ones.
Do you see any tributaries for the Genesee River? ________
9. Name the tributaries for the Hudson River: Schoharie Creek,
________________________, __________________________, and
_________________________.
10.When a tributary flows into a river it _______ water to that river. So,
the Hudson River has a larger average flow than the Genesee River
because_________________________________________________.

EXTRA CREDIT!
On the map of the Finger Lakes Region on the next page, try to trace out the
watershed of the Oswego River (which includes most of the Finger Lakes).
Trace over the Seneca River with a magic marker. Then trace all the streams
that flow into the Seneca River and the Oswego River and those that flow
into the larger Finger Lakes. (Do NOT include the “Little Finger Lakes,”
because they flow into the Genesee River.)
Finally draw a dotted line around this watershed, including those streams
that you have traced. The boundary (a divide) has already been started for
you. You need to finish it.

Oranges Don’t Grow Here!
Lesson for the Atlas of New York State: Legacies of the Erie Canal
For farmers to be successful, they must produce enough crops to sell for a profit. They
must have a way to get their crops to market. List several conditions here that farmers
must have to grow crops:
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
1. Turn to page 18 in the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal. The first
map is “Frost-Free Days.” Of course, plants can’t grow when the temperature
drops below freezing. Some crops are hardier than others. Tropical fruits can’t
handle any freezing temperatures, so we don’t grow them here in New York. But
we can grow wheat. It was especially an important crop in the 1800s. According
to the text on page 18, what are the two important factors that wheat needs to
survive: _________________________ and _____________________________.
2. Name one place in New York where wheat can’t do well. ___________________
3. Explain why. _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Look at the map on the bottom of the page (“Wheat Production in 1840”). Most
of wheat was grown in ______________________ New York (northern, eastern,
etc.). Here conditions were much better (longer growing season, the right
amount of precipitation).
5. We don’t eat raw wheat. Instead it must be milled into _________________.
Rochester has three waterfalls. Why did it become a milling center? __________
__________________________________________________________________
6. The next problem is getting your product to a market, preferably a big city that’s
on the ocean. What’s the best candidate in our state? ______________________
7. How could the millers in Rochester get their product shipped cheaply to a port
city? (See page 14 in the Atlas for an important clue). ______________________
__________________________________________________________________

8. Since the farmers of New York’s Wheat Belt could get their crops to market at a
low cost, they became very prosperous. One way to show your good fortune is
to build a nice house. Between 1830 and 1860, hundreds built cobblestone
houses, made from rounded small rocks brought there by the glaciers. Those still
standing are shown on the map below. What does this have to do with map on
page 18 of your Atlas?
Most of the cobblestone houses are found ______________________________.

9. What is the important waterway that runs right through the middle of the
Cobblestone Country? _______________________________________________
10. Lake Iroquois was formed when the glaciers (Ontarian Ice Lobe) were melting
around 10,000 years ago. It no longer exists, but Lake Ontario sits in its old basin.
It did have an impact on the type of cobblestone houses built 150 years ago.
Those built of very round “lake-washed” stones are found where
_______________________________________. Those houses made of more
irregular “field stones” are found _____________________ from Lake Iroquois.

Sometimes We WIN and Sometimes THEY Lose!
Lesson for the Atlas of New York: Legacies of the Erie Canal
Even before the Erie Canal was completed in 1825, it brought people to New York State.
They settled on farms and they worked in the towns along the new canal and along the
Hudson River.
1. On page 25 of the Atlas is a map of Winners and Losers. How is that indicated on the
map?
________________________________________________________________________
2. Can you explain why Buffalo was a winner? _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. New York City was a BIG winner, but it is not on the Erie Canal. How is this city
connected to the Canal?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Name three losers of the canal period. ___________________, __________________,
and ______________________
Why didn’t they benefit from this water transportation route? ______________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. Below is a table showing the population of Onondaga County (Syracuse area) from
1820 to 2000. Your task is to graph this data on the next page. Make it a line graph and
connect the dots together. Then answer the questions about Onondaga County.

Census Year
1820
1840
1860
1880
1900

Population
41,500
68,000
91,000
118,000
167,000

Census Year
1920
1940
1960
1980
2000

Population
241,000
295,000
423,000
464,000
458,000

Population of Onondaga County, NY (thousands of people)
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6. Was Onondaga County a “winner” during the days of the old canal (1820 -1920)?
__________ Can you explain your answer? ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
What about now (the 21st century)? _______ What has changed?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
7. Look at this map on next page of the Great Lakes Region that shows the Erie Canal.
Some of the cities of the region are labeled on the map. Place two plus (+) signs and two
minus (-) signs next to the “winners” and “losers” of the Erie Canal.
8. Why are the two cities winners? ___________________________________________
Why are the other two cities losers? __________________________________________

