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1. You are the commander of a French regiment at the beginning of the Seven Years War 

(except you don’t know it will last seven years, and it will also be called the “French and 

Indian War.”) You need to build a fort to resist an invasion by the British Army and their 

colonists. They will probably come by water from the south using one of the lakes on this 

map. Which of the six locations (A-F) has the best and the worst conditions?  

_____ is best because ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ is worst because ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the fort locations has the best connections to other places in 1755? Which is 

the worst?  

_____ is best because ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ is worst because ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Are your answers for #1 and #2 the same? _____ If not, which one is better? _____

A 

B 

C 

D 
E 

F 



3. We will now hold a Council of War. You will be called on to argue your position. 

Write a paragraph explaining why your position for this fort is the best to deter an 

invasion by your English-speaking enemies.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. The class will take a vote after the Council debate is over. Which location is chosen 

and what condition or connection was the most convincing? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Your teacher will now show you that this is a real location. What are the names of the 

two lakes? _____________________________ and ____________________________ 

What is the name of the fort that the French built? ______________________________ 

6. The Fort is located at a portage. What does that mean? ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

7. Geographers also refer to this as a choke point. What does that mean and why is it 

important to a war in that time period? _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

EXTENSION Question: Your teacher has shown the real map of the area around Fort 

Ticonderoga. During the American Revolution, the British Army led by General 

Burgoyne recaptured the fort from the Americans. He sent troops with artillery to the top 

of Mt. Defiance. Why did the Americans retreat without fighting? __________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 


