
 

GeoFest Conference 2016 
 

Sponsored by the  

New York Geographic Alliance and the  

Chemistry/Geosciences Department of MCC 

Sat. November 19, 2016 – 8:45 AM- 2:15 PM 
 

    
The Power of Parks…and 

Geography! 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

8:30 – 9:00 AM  Registration and Refreshments – Forum – Bldg. 3 

9:00 – 9:30    Demonstration of the New York Giant Map  

9:45 – 10:30 AM  Session A  

10:40 – 11:25 AM  Session B  

11:35 – 12:20 PM  Session C  

12:45 – 1:30 PM  Lunch (optional activity) Room 306  

1:30  –  2:15 PM  Keynote Address – Josh Teeter of  NYS Parks 

 

ROOM LOCATIONS 
 

All the workshops will be held in Building 11. Signs are in the hallways 

pointing you the way. The computer lab is on the first floor (*). All other 

workshops are on the third floor.  

 



E = Elementary, M = Middle School, H = High School, A = All Levels 
 

WORKSHOPS 

SESSION A – 9:45 – 10:30 AM 
 

Workshop # Name of Workshop Presenter(s) Location 

A1* 

 

GIS Scholars (H) Thomas Cuyler, 

et.al. 

Room 111 

A2 

 

I Am Humboldt: A 

Multidisciplinary 

Critical Thinking 

Exercise (M) 

Stephen Vermette Room 303 

A3 

 

Integrating Social 

Studies with ELA (E) 

Gail Hall Room 306 

A4 

 

Drone Discovery (A) Susan Hoskins Room 309 

A5 Big Decisions for 

Mudville (E, M) 

Don Gates Room 301 

 

    
 

The Giant Map of New York will be available for viewing (and playing) 

throughout the conference in the Forum (where the coffee is). Please NO 

shoes or bare feet on the map. No eating or drinking is allowed either! 

The B-WET Water Testing Kit will also be on display during Sessions B and 

C. Dr. Stephen Vermette will be available for your questions. Also a 

representative from the Women’s Rights National Park will be joining us.



SESSION B – 10:40 - 11:25 AM 
 

Workshop # Name of Workshop Presenter Location 

B1* 

 

Using ArcGIS to US 

History Geo-

inquiries (M,H) 

Timothy McDonnell Room 111 

B2 

 

Getting the “Dirt” on 

Soil (A) 

Michael Jabot Room 303 

B3 

 

Targeting NYS K-12 

Social Studies 

Framework (A) 

Gale Sookdeo Room 306 

B4 

 

Conservation of 

Notable Nature in 

NY Parks (A) 

Jennifer Markham Room 309 

 

SESSION C – 11:35 AM – 12:20 PM 
 

Workshop # Name of Workshop Presenter Location 

C1* 

 

“Clickable PDF” Maps 

for Geography 

Timothy 

McDonnell 

Room 111 

C2 

 

Finger Lakes Gorge 

Formation (A)  

Josh Teeter Room 303 

C3 

 

Inspiring Geographic 

and Spatial Thinking 

(A) 

Gail Hall Room 306 

C4 

 

Literary Geography (E) Mary Duffin Room 309 

 
• At the end of Session C, you will receive a certificate of participation.  

 
Lunch will be served in the Forum for those who are staying for the 

optional session. If you did not already register for this, please pay $5 for the 

lunch at the registration table.  

1:30 PM - Keynote Address – Josh Teeter of the NY State Parks. His 

title is “Finger Lakes State Parks - an Overview and Changes on 

Horizon.” 

 

Afterwards there will be giveaways and a raffle! 



 

 

Description of the Workshops 
 

SESSION A – 9:45 – 10:30 AM 

 
A1 – GIS Scholars Program – Thomas Cuyler – Room 11-111 

GIS Scholars is a mapping and data management business that focuses on 

training City of Rochester youth, primarily those of who attend the 

Rochester City School District. GIS Scholars then in turn employs said city 

youth to preform mapping and data management related tasks on secured 

grants and privately funded contracts. GIS Scholars work to reduce poverty 

by hiring inner city youth and paying them to start at $10/hr., this 

contributing to our work to uplift youth hailing from disenfranchised 

communities in the Rochester area. Please join this interactive session to 

learn how GIS Scholars have positively impacted our communities and how 

you can work to support such initiatives. 

 

A2 - I Am Humboldt: A Multidisciplinary Critical Thinking Exercise 

(M) – Stephen Vermette (Buffalo State College) – Room 11-303 

Alexander von Humboldt was an eminent geographer of the 

19th Century credited for the invention of nature – first to 

recognize that plants grow in zones according to elevation. 

Join us in learning more about Humboldt, the 

altitude/temperature/vegetation relationships he discovered, 

and most importantly, how you, like Humboldt, can 

combine all of the above into an engaging critical-thinking 

exercise suitable for the classroom, which combines 

elements of geography, history, science, art, and math.  

 

A3- Integrating Social Studies Into the ELA Curriculum (E) – Gail Hall, 

NYGA Board Member – Room 11- 306 

Participants will be given strategies to use in their classrooms which will 

help integrate Social Studies into their ELA, Math, and Science programs. 

They will receive a copy of the NYGA-created Erie Canal Module, which is 

set up to facilitate close reading. Hands-on activities, which help reading 

comprehension, will be demonstrated. Several highly motivating trade books 

will also be highlighted.  



 

A4 – 4-H National Youth Science Day: Drone Discovery – Susan 

Hoskins, Cornell Iris Program, Room 11-309 

The 2016 4-H National Youth Science Day Challenge is 

Drone Discovery. Youth explore the STEM of capturing 

images of the landscape. Activities promote understanding 

of the use of emerging unmanned aerial vehicle technology 

to explore landscapes and address community issues. Try 

hands-on activities and computer programming using Scratch. Preview 

activities at http://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-science-day Activity guides 

and support videos are available for free download.  

 

A5 – Big Decisions for Mudville: a Simulation Activity and Assessment 

– Donald Gates, Fowler High School, Syracuse, Room 11-301. 

This is a simulation of a fictional town called Mudville in 1810. They have 

transportation problems. The goal is to find solutions for those problems 

using technology of the 19th Century. This activity is an assessment in the 

new NYGA Middle School Module.  

 

SESSION B – 10:40 - 11:25 AM 

 
B1 - Using ArcGIS to US History Geo-inquiries, Timothy McDonnell, 

New York Geographic Alliance Coordinator – Room 

11-111. 

 

When we think about GIS we picture STEM activities. 

There are, however, resources for social studies teachers, 

too. There are free “Geo-Inquiries” available online, using 

ArcGIS software. They do not require much training, but 

they can be used to show the importance of geography while studying the 

History of the United States. This will be very hands-on! 

 

B2 - Getting the “Dirt” on Soil (A), Michael Jabot, SUNY Fredonia – 

Room 11-303. 

 

In this session, teachers will learn how to examine 

and analyze spatial data around the seemingly 

mundane topic of soil. We will ask ourselves as 

teachers, why is it important that we make content 

http://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-science-day


relevant to our students? In the classroom, when have we experienced 

content being relevant to us? And how did a topic’s relevance affect how 

well we learned it? The purpose of these questions is to illuminate that 

making content relevant to students improves learning and helps to connect 

the content to the world we live in.  

 

B3 - Targeting NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework (A), Dr. Gale 

Sookdeo, New York City Schools – Room 11-306 

 

Participants will examine the New 

York State K-12 Social Studies 

Framework and engage in 

activities to explore and deepen 

their understanding of the Social 

Studies Practices. Attendees will 

leave with examples of 

instructional approaches that make connections and address these practices.  

 

B4 - Conservation of Notable Nature in NY Parks (A) – Jennifer 

Markham, Monroe Community College – Room 11-309.  

 

 
 

We will survey the geographic range, ecological community, and 

conservation status of distinctive organisms in selected parks across New 

York State. Recent biological research, conservation efforts, and map 

resources will be explored. The objective is to inspire and inform the 

construction of a class assignment on biodiversity in New York’s parks.  

  



 

SESSION C – 11:35 AM – 12:20 PM 
 

C1 - “Clickable PDF” Maps for Geography (A) – Timothy McDonnell, 

New York Geographic 

Alliance Coordinator – Room 

11-111. 

 

The New York Geographic 

Alliance has many great 

resources for teaching 

geography on all grade levels. 

One example are “Clickable 

PDF Maps.” They are layered 

maps, and you can turn on or 

off as many layers as you want. 

They are very effective 

teaching tools, beginning in the elementary grades. These resources will be 

available for download, and time will be reserved to practice using them.  

 

C2 - Finger Lakes Gorge Formation (A), Josh Teeter, Environmental 

Education, New York State Parks – Room 11-303.  

 

The gorges and waterfalls of the Finger Lakes Region 

attract people from around the world. Explore the most 

significant factors that have led to their formation 

starting 400 million years ago and continuing to the 

present day influences.  

 

 

C3 - Inspiring Geographic and Spatial Thinking (A) – Gail Hall, NYGA 

Board Member – Room 11-306.  

Participants will take part in hands-on activities that help students learn to 

think spatially. Over the past several years, isolated ELA and Math lessons, 

along with test preparation have been stressed in most classrooms. Time 

devoted to Social Studies has decreased. Activities will be demonstrated 

which will help teachers interested in developing a more creative 

atmosphere for their students, using hands-on lessons. These activities will 

promote child-centered learning of Social Studies concepts.  



 

C4 - Literary Geography (E) – Mary Duffin, NYGA Board Member and 

Retired Grade 2 Teacher – Room 11-309.  
 

Books are windows into worlds. Come explore 

books that help us to learn about peoples, 

cultures, and places. Books that can be used at 

the elementary, intermediate and high school 

levels will be discussed. The skills and content 

of geography, history, economics, and civics 

can be taught when students read and engage 

with literature and trade books. Come explore 

titles that can be used to do this. Books about the Erie Canal that can be used 

with the NYGA modules will also be discussed. Participants will receive a 

list of books discussed at the end of the session. 

 

PLEASE! Complete the evaluations for this GeoFest 

Conference. If you are not staying for the afternoon session, 

you can give them to the presenter in Session C.  

If you are staying for lunch, report to Room 306, immediately 

after the last session. You can hand your evaluation in after the 

Keynote Address.  
 

Before leaving our campus today, please… 

 

 Clean up after yourself, so the classrooms will be ready for 

instruction on Monday. 

 Fill out the evaluation form! It helps us in planning for future 

events. 

 Pick up your certificate of attendance in Room 306 at the end 

of Session C or after lunch.  

 Join NYGA! There’s a membership form in your folder. Or 

join online at http://www.nygeographicalliance.org  

 

THANK YOU FOR SPENDING GEOFEST WITH US! 
 

http://www.nygeographicalliance.org/

